THE FROGS, 1070-1092

Each exercise-ground is in consequence found

deserted and empty : to evil repute
Your lessons have brought our youngsters, and taught
our sailors to challenge, discuss, and refute
The orders they get from their captains and yet,

when / was alive, I protest that the knaves
Knew nothing at all, save for rations to call,
and to sing 4< Rhyppapae " a as they pulled

through the waves.
DI.   And bedad to let fly from their sterns in the eye

of the fellow who tugged at the undermost oar,
And a jolly young messmate with filth to besmirch,

and to land for a niching adventure ashore ;
But now they harangue, and dispute, and won't row
And idly and aimlessly float to and fro.
AISS. Of what ills is he NOT the creator and cause ?
Consider the scandalous scenes that he draws,
His bawds, and his panders, his women who give

Give birth in the sacredest shrine,
Whilst others with brothers are wedded and bedded,

And others opine

That " not to be living " is truly " to live." *
And therefore our city is swarming to-day
With clerks and with demagogue-monkeys, who play
Their jackanape tricks at all times, in all places,
Deluding the people of Athens ; but none
Has training enough in athletics to run

With the torch in his hand at the races.0
DI. By the Powers, you are right!   At the Panathenaea
I laughed till I felt like a potsherd to see a
Pale, paunchy young gentleman pounding along,
With his head butting forward, the last of the throng,

started from the outer Cerameicus, passed through the Thriasian
gates and on to the Acropolis.
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